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(continued) 

[The action of the General Assembly of Virginia, and partic- 
ularly that of the House of Burgesses, in regard to the impor- 
tant subjects discussed by the Committee of Correspondence 
and the colonial agent in England, is fully shown in the journals 
of the House. The Governor's speeches, and the resolutions, 
memorials and addresses of the Burgesses are only accessible in 
a comparatively small number of libraries and are not within the 
reach of many students. They are therefore copied here at 
some length. 

During the years 1769-1770, the subject of the extension of 
the western boundaries of Virginia seems to have been that 
which chiefly interested the colonists. In 1768, by the treaty with 
the Cherokees, at Hard Labor, S. C, the western boundary 
had been fixed by a line running from the North Carolina line 
to what is now Austinville, on New river, in Wythe county, and 
thence down the Kanawha to its junction with the Ohio. Thus 
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a ' ' monstrous cantle ' ' had been cut out of territory which Vir- 
ginia had believed to be her own, and great discontent followed. 
Protests and petitions induced the English government to au- 
thorize another treaty by which the western boundary should 
begin at a point six miles east of the Long Island of Holston 
(near the junction of that river with its North Fork), and ex- 
tend in a straight course to the mouth of the Kanawha. This 
of course was a considerable increase of territory; but it did not 
satisfy the Virginians, and their efforts to secure a farther ad- 
vance westward occupied much of the time of the Assembly in 
1769 and 1770. In spite of every effort, however, the English 
government adhered to its decision, which was carried out in 
the treaty of Lochaber, October 22, 1770. The treaty has been 
printed in this magazine, IX, 360-364. 

Winsor ( Westward Movement, 11, 12), states that the Eastern 
Virginians had but little to do with the development of the 
western frontiers, and that this work was done by the Scotch- 
Irish. This statement is only true in regard to actual settle- 
ment, and is far from being altogether true even from that point 
of view. The Germans were a very important element in the 
development of the West, and there were also many settlers 
from Eastern Virginia. 

The constant and energetic efforts of the Virginia Assembly 
to secure a legal extension of the western bounds of the colony, 
were entirely the work of Eastern men.] 

(Houss of Burgesses.) 

November 7, 1769. 

"Mr. Speaker also reported, that the Governor * was pleased to 
make a Speech to the Council and this House; of which Mr. 
Speaker said, he had, to prevent Mistakes, obtained a Copy, 
which he read to the House and is as followeth, viz : 



♦Norbonne Berkeley, Baron de Botetourt, Governor from Oct. 28, 
1768, until his death on Oct. 15, 1770. His statue, erected by the Gen- 
eral Assembly, still stands on the campus of William and Mary Col- 
lege to which it was removed from the old capitol. 



VIRGINIA COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE. 227 

Gentlemen of the Council, Mr. Speaker, 

and Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses : 

I have agan received the King's Commands to meet you in 
General Assembly for the Dispatch of the Public Business of this 
Dominion, and I hope I need not observe to you that this will 
be best done by Temper and Moderation. I assure you that 
I shall obey my Royal Master's Commands with the truest Sat- 
isfaction, by concuning with you in such Measures as may best 
promote the Happiness of his Majesty's Subjects in Virginia. 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen 

of the House of Burgesses : 

The King having been graciously pleased at our earnest De- 
sire, to refer to his Board of Trade to re-consider the Boundary 
Line betwixt this Colony and the Cherokees, which had been 
agreed to by that Board, I am directed to acquaint you that in 
Consequence of that Reference and Reconsideration, a Report 
has been made in Favour of a more extended Boundary, and 
that his Majesty will Consent to the proposed Alteration, upon 
Condition that the Colony will make Provision to defray the 
Expense of the Negotiation necessary for that Purpose — I have 
it therefore in Command from his Majesty to ask of his House of 
of Burgesses to enable him to carry into immediate and Com- 
plete Execution, that very desirable Object. 

I must likewise beg your Attention to many alarming Reports 
which have been received from the Frontier Counties of this 
Colony, I will lay the whole before you, with a State of every- 
thing which has been done in Consequence of those Accounts, 
and shall be supremely happy if you can suggest to me any 
Mode of Proceeding by which the sacred Laws of our Country 
may again recover their free Course, which can alone give 
Prominence and Security to this respectable Government. 

Gentlemen of the Council, Mr. Speaker 

and Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses : 
I think myself peculiarly fortunate to be able to inform you 
that in a Letter dated May the 13th I have been assured by the 
Earl of Hillsborough that his Majesty's present Administration 
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have at no Time entertained a Design to propose to Parliament 
to lay any further taxes upon America for the Purpose of raising 
a Revenue, and that it is their Intention to propose in the next 
Session of Parliament to take off the Duties upon Glass, Paper, 
and Colours, upon Consideration of such Duties having been 
laid contrary to the true Principles of Commerce. 

It may possibly be objected that as his Majesty's present Ad- 
ministration are not immortal, their Successors may be inclined 
to attempt to undo what the present Ministers shall have at- 
tempted to perform; and to that Objection I can give but this 
Answer that it is my firm Opinion that the Plan I have stated to 
you will certainly take Place, and that it will never be departed 
from, and so determined am I for ever to abide by it, that I will 
be content to be declared infamous, if I do not to the last Hour 
of my Life, at all Times, in all Places, and upon all Occasions, 
exert every Power with which I either am or ever shall be legally 
invested, in order to obtain and maintain for the Continent of 
America that Satisfaction, which I have been authorized to 
promise this Day, by the confidential servants of our Gracious 
Sovereign, who, to my certain Knowledge, rates his Honour 
so high, that he would rather part with his Crown than preserve 
it by Deceit. [It was then] 

Resolved, That a most humble and dutiful Address be pre- 
sented to his Excellency the Governor returning the Thanks of 
this House for his very kind and affectionate Speech, Declaring 
our most unalterable and inviolable Attachment to the sacred 
Person and Government of our Royal Government; expressing 
our Gratitude for his Majesty's paternal Attention to the Pros- 
perity and happiness of his American Subjects, in his most gra- 
cious Purposes communicated by his Lordship and our firm 
Trust and Confidence that the same Wisdom and Goodness 
which have already induced his Majesty favourably to regard 
the humble Entreaties of his faithful and loyal Subjects in Amer- 
ica, will still further incline the Royal Breast to an Exertion 
of his Majesty's most gracious and benign Influence, towards 
perfecting the Happiness of all his People; Assuring his Lord- 
ship that we will immediately take under our most serious Con- 
sideration, the important Business which he hath been pleased 
to recommend, proceed in it with that Temper and Moderation, 
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which is necessary to give Weight and Dignity to our Delibera- 
tions, and that we shall think ourselves supremely happy, if, in 
conducting the Arduous and Momentous Business of this great 
Country, we should in the End, receive the Approbation of a 
Ruler we so very cordially honour and esteem. 

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to draw up an Ad- 
dress, to be presented to the Governor, upon the said Reso- 
lution. 

And a Committee was appointed of Mr. Treasurer [Nicholas] 
and Mr. Edmund Pendleton." 

(House of Burgesses.) 

November 8, 1769. 
"Mr. Treasurer reported from the Committee appointed to 
draw up an Address, to be presented to the Governor, that the 
Committee had drawn up an Address accordingly, which they 
had directed him to report to the House; and he read the same 
in his Place, and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's Table, 
where the same was read, and is as followeth, viz: 

My Lord 

We his Majesty's most dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Bur- 
gesses of Virginia, now met in General Assembly beg Leave to 
return your Excellency our sincere and unfeigned Thanks for 
your very kind and affectionate Speech at the Opening of the Ses- 
sion. It gives us great Pleasure, that we have again the Hon- 
our of meeting your Lordship in General Assembly, as it affords 
us an Opportunity of renewing to your Excellency the strong- 
est Assurances of our uninterrupted and most inviolable At- 
tachment to the Sacred Person 'and Government of our Royal 
Sovereign, and at the same time, of Discharging the important 
Duties we owe to our Constituents. 

We shall think ourselves extremely deficient in Duty and Af- 
fection to the best of Kings, were we not deeply impressed with 
the warmest Sentiments of Gratitude by his Majesty's most 
gracious Purpose of recommending to his Parliament a Repeal 
of the Act imposing Duties upon Glass', Paper and Colors; es- 
pecially, as we can not doubt but that the same Wisdo.m and 
Goodness, which have already induced ' his Majesty favourably 
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to regard the humble Entreaties of his faithful Subjects in Amer- 
ica, will still farther incline the Royal Breast to an Exertion of 
his Majesty's gracious and benign Influence towards perfecting 
the Happiness of his People. 

It adds greatly, my Lord, to our Satisfaction and Comfort to 
learn from your Excellency, that his Majesty's present Adminis- 
trators have at no Time entertained a Design to propose to 
Parliament the laying any farther Taxes on America, for the 
Purpose of raising a Revenue, and we will not suffer our pres- 
ent Hopes, arising from the pleasing Prospect, your Lordship 
hath so kindly opened and displayed to us, to be dashed by the 
bitter Reflection, that any future Administration will entertain a 
Wish to depart from that Plan, which affords the surest and most 
permanent Foundation of public Tranquility and Happiness. 
No, my Lord, we are sure our most gracious Sovereign, under 
whatever Changes may happen in his confidential Servants, will 
remain immutable in the Ways of Truth and Justice, and that 
he is incapable of deceiving his fathful Subjects; and we esteem 
your Lordships Information r.ot only as warranted, but even 
sanctified by the Royal Word. 

Your Lordships great Regard and Attention to the Welfare 
and True Interests of this Colony had before endeared you to 
us all; but your generous and noble Declaration upon this Oc- 
casion, demands our warmest and most grateful Acknowledge- 
ments. 

We will, my Lord, immediately take under our most serious 
Consideration the important Business, upon which we are now 
assembled, especially that part of it, you have been pleased par- 
ticularly to recommend; we will proceed with that Temper and 
Moderation, which is necessary to give Weight and Dignity to 
our Deliberations; and we do assure your Lordship, that we 
shall think ourselves supremely happy, if, in conducting the 
arduous and momentous Affairs of this great Country, we 
should in the End, receive the Approbation of a Ruler, we so 
very cordially honour and esteem. 

The said Address being read a second Time, 

Resolved, Nemine Contradecente , That the House doth agree 
with the Committee in the said Address, to be presented to the 
Governor. 
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Resolved, That the said Address be presented to his Excel- 
lency by the Whole House. 

Ordered, That the Gentlemen who drew up the said Address, 
do wait upon the Governor to know his Pleasure, when the 
House shall attend his Excellency to present their Address." 

(House of Burgesses.; 

Nov. 9, 1769. 

"A Message from the Governor by Mr. Walthoe.* 
Mr. Speaker: 

The Governor is now ready to receive the Address of your 
House in the Council-Chamber. 

Accordingly Mr. Speaker, with the House, went up; and be- 
ing returned, he reported that the House had attended the Gov- 
ernor with their Address, to which his Excellency was pleased 
to give this Answer, 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen 

of the House of Burgesses: 
Your kind and affectionate Address brightens my Prospect, 
and fills me with the delightful expectation of compleatly 
answering the Purposes of my Royal Master. May the Al- 
mighty secure to me that most desirable Object, by directing 
your Counsels for the Advantage and Prosperity of all his Maj- 
esty's extensive Dominions, and may you continue a loyal, free 
and happy People, till Time shall be no more. 

Nov. 17, 1769. 
Mr. Bland, according to Order, reported from the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House, to whom it was referred to consider 
further of the Governor's Speech, the Resolutions which the 
Committee had directed him to report to the House/which he 
read in his Place, and afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's 
Table, where the same were read and are as followeth, viz: 

[The subject matter of these resolutions is embodied in the 
Address and Memorial. ] 

•Clerk of the Council. 
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Resolved, therefore, that it is the Opinion of this Committee, 
that an humble Address be presented to his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, expressing our unfeigned Thanks for his Majesty's kind 
Attention to the Interests of this Colony, in approving the Re- 
port from the Right Honourable Board of Trade and Planta- 
tions, in Favour of a- more extended Boundary; as we are Con- 
vinced that his Majesty's sole Motives for so doing, arose from 
a most gracious Inclination to promote the Security and Happi- 
ness of his Subjects, but, at the same Time, and with all Humil- 
ity and Deference, to his Royal Wisdom, representing to His 
Lordship our Apprehensions, that his Majesty has not yet been 
made properly and fully acquainted with the true Situation of 
the 'Frontiers of this Colony; and entreating his Lordship, that 
he will be pleased to transmit a more perfect State of the Matter 
to his Majesty, and endeavour to procure for this Colony such 
further Indigencies, in extending its Boundary, in such Man- 
ner as his Majesty, in his great Wisdom, may think just and 
right; assuring his Lordship that we shall at all Times, be ready 
and willing Chearfully to comply with every Requisition in our 
Power, that may tend to promote the Honour and Dignity of 
his Majesty's Crown, the Extension of the British Dominions, 
and the true Interests of this Colony. 

The said Resolutions being severally read a second Time, were 
upon the Question severally put thereon, agreed to by the 
House. 

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to draw up an Ad- 
dress, to be presented to the Governor, upon the seventh Reso- 
lution. 

And a Committee was appointed of Mr. Bland, Mr. Treas- 
urer, Mr. Edmund Pendleton, Mr. Richard Henry Lee, Mr 
Henry, Mr. Riddick, Mr. Thomas Walker, Mr. Bannister, Mr. 
Nelson, and Mr. Archibald Cary. 

Ordered, That it be an Instruction to the said Committee, 
that they prepare a Memorial, to be presented to the Governor, 
upon the said Resolutions. ' ' 
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(House of Burgesses.) 

Novemb. 28, 1769. 

"Mr. Bland reported, from the Committee appointed|upon Fri- 
day, the 17th Day of this Instant November, to draw up an Address 
and Memorial, to be presented to the Governor, that the Commit- 
tee had drawn up an Address and Memorial accordingly, which 
they had directed him to report to the House, and he read the 
Address and Memorial in his Place, and afterwards delivered 
them in at the Clerk's Table; where the same were read, and are 
as followeth, viz: 

My Lord 

We his Majesty's most dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Bur- 
gesses of Virginia, having, agreeable to our former Assurances 
maturely and deliberately considered your Excellency's Speech, 
beg Leave to renew our unfeigned Thanks for his Majesty's 
kind Attention to the Interests of this Colony, in so readily ap- 
proving the Report of the Right Honourable the Board of 
Trade and Plantations, in Favour of a more extended Boundary 
to the Westward. We are persuaded that his Majesty's sole 
Motive for so doing arose from his most gracious Inclination to 
promote the Security and Happiness of his dutiful Subjects; but 
permit us, my Lord, with all Humility and Deference to his 
Royal Wisdom, by an humble Memorial, to express our Appre- 
hensions that his Majesty hath not yet been made properly and 
fully acquainted with the true Situation of our Frontiers, and suf- 
fer us to entreat your Lordship, that you will be pleased to lay be- 
fore our Royal Sovereign, a more perfect State of the Matter, 
and endeavor to procure for this Colony such further Indi- 
gencies, in enlarging its Boundary, as to his Majesty, in his 
great Wisdom, may seem just and right. On our Parts, we do 
assure your Excellency, that we shall, at all Times, be ready and 
willing chearfully to comply with every Requisition in our 
Power, that may tend to promote the Honour and Dignity of 
his Majesty's Crown, the Extension of his Dominions, and ihe 
true Interests of this Colony. 
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To his Excellency the Right Honourable Norbonne, Baron de 
Botetourt his Majesty's Lieutenant and Governor Gen- 
eral, and Commander in Chief of the Colony and Domin- 
ion of Virginia, and Vice- Admiral of the same. 

The Memorial of the House of Burgesses Humbly Rep- 
resents, 

That your Memorialists having paid the earliest Attention to 
your Lordships Speech at the Opening of this Session have 
taken under their most serious Consideration that very interest- 
ing Part of it which relates to the Report of the Right Hon- 
ourable the Board of Trade and Plantations to his Majesty, 
respecting the Extension of the Boundary of this Colony to the 
Westward; and as your Memorialists are extremely solicitous, on 
all Occasions to stand fair in the Royal Opinion of their most 
gracious Sovereign, they humbly presume to lay before vour Ex- 
cellency their Reasons for not immediately Complying with his 
Majesty's Requisition, Communicated to them by your Lordship 
in such very polite and engaging Terms. 

Sensible as your Memorialists are of the many signal Advan- 
tages which would redound as well to his Majesty as to several 
of his American Colonies, they should think themselves blind to 
their Duty and Interest if they did not receive with all Thank- 
fulness, your Lordships Information of the Benefits intended to 
them by his Majesty's gracious Approval of a more extended 
Boundary than had been proposed by the Superintendent of 
Indian Affairs in the Southern Department; but they flatter 
themselves that a Revision of the Subject, if his Majesty would 
once more be pleased to condescend to take it under his Princely 
Consideration, would convince his Majesty that his most gracious 
Purpose Cannot be Answered by establishing the Line pro- 
posed. 

Your Memorialists beg Leave to observe that the said Line, 
if extended from the Intersection of Holston's River, the Point 
which would terminate the Line dividing this Colony from 
North Carolina to the Mouth of the great Kanhaway, would be 
near Two Hundred Miles in Length, and must pass through a 
Country abounding with high and rugged Mountains, extremely 
difficult and dangerous of Access, and intersected by many Wa- 
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ter Courses; that the present Posture of Indian Affairs would 
make a strong Guard of armed Men necessary for the Protec- 
tion of those who might be commissioned to run such a Line, as 
it must necessarily pass through a Country uninhabited, and 
through which those Indians who seem at present most inclined 
to Hostilities, do frequently take Their Routs; 

That by establishing such Line, a great Part of that most 
valuable Country, lying on the Ohio, below the Mouth of the 
great Ranhaway, lately ceded to his Majesty by the Northern 
Indians, would be separated and divided from the British Terri- 
tory on the upper Part of Ho/ston's River, the great Kanha- 
way, and the Ohio which your Memorialists humbly conceive 
must greatly impede, and may totally prevent the Settlement of 
that fertile and extensive Country, which, from the Situation 
and many natural Advantages, would open the fairest Prospect 
of a very beneficial Commerce to our Mother Country, by secur- 
ing to his Majesty's Subjects a new and extensive Trade with 
several Tribes of Western Indians, which has been hitherto 
almost engrossed by the Subjects of France; and by this Means 
many Indian Nations, heretofore living at Enmity with our most 
gracious Sovereign and his Subjects, might be made friendly 
and useful in extending the Trade and Navigation of Great Bri- 
tain. 

That your Memorialists have the greatest Reason to fear that 
the said Line, if confirmed, would constantly open to the In- 
dians and others, Enemies to his Majesty, a free and easy In- 
gress to the Heart of the Country, on tne Ohio, Ho/ston's River 
and the great Kanhaway, whereby the Settlements, which may 
be attempted in those Quarters, will, in all Probability be utterly 
destroyed, and that great extent of Country, from the Mouth of 
the Kanhaway to the Mouth of the Cherokee River, extending 
Eastward as far as the Laurel Hills, so very lately ceded to his 
Majesty; and to which no Tribe of Indians, at present, sets up 
any Pretensions may be abandoned to the Cherokees, in Conse- 
quence of which, Claims totally destructive of the true Interests 
of his Majesty, may, at some future Time arise, and Acquisi- 
tions justly ranked amongst the most valuable of the late War, 
be altogether lost. 

Your Memorialists further beg Leave to represent to your 
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Lordship, that Lands, which have been granted by Patents reg- 
ularly obtained, according to the known and fixed Rules of this 
Government, if the said Line were to take Place, would be en- 
tirely dismembered from this Colony, alotted to the Indians, 
and entirely lost to the Proprietors, who were authorized by 
Law, and encouraged by the Royal Instruction of his late Maj- 
esty to his Governor, to explore and settle this new Country, at 
the Risque of their Lives, and at a great Expense. 

Your Memorialists from these weighty Considerations, have 
been induced to extend their Views, and do humbly offer, as 
their Opinion, that a Line beginning at the Western Termina- 
tion of the North Carolina Line, and running thence in a due 
West Direction to the River Ohio, may he accomplished at a 
much less Expense than the other Line proposed, that the Ex- 
tension of such a Line is necessary for the Safety and Advan- 
tage of his Majesty's Subjects, and that it would tend greatly to 
the Increase of his Majesty's Revenue, and the Promotion of 
the Trade and Navigation of the Western Part of this Domin- 
ion, if a Purchase were made of the Cherokee Indians of all of 
their Lands, which such due Western Line would include; espe- 
cially if his Majesty would be graciously pleased, in his Royal 
Wisdom, to discourage all Monopolies of those Lands, and 
strengthen our Barrier, by granting them, in small or moderate 
Quantities, to such Adventurers as might incline to seat and set- 
de the same. 

Your Memorialists, for the better Illustration of the foregoing 
Observations, beg Leave to lay before your Excellency as exact 
and perfect a Plan * of that Part of the Country, as they at pres- 
ent are able to procure, and humbly submit the whole matter to 
your Excellency's Judgment. 

Resolved, That the said Address and Memorial be Commit- 
ted, 

Resolved, that the said Address and Memorial be committed 
to a Committee of the whole House. 

Resolved, That this House will now resolve itself into a Com- 



*This "plan" is not known to be in the Virginia Archives. The Gov- 
ernor probably forwarded it to England. 
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mittee of the whole House, to consider the Address and Memo- 
rial to be presented to the Governor. 

Ordered, That the Resolutions of the Committee of the whole 
House, which, upon Friday, the 17th Day of this Instant Nov- 
ember, were agreed to by the House, be referred to the said 
Committee. 

Then the House resolved itself into the said Committee. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Bland took the Chair of the Committee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

Mr. Bland reported from the Committee, that they had made 
a Progress in the Matter to them referred, and that he was direc- 
ted by the Committee to move, that they may have Leave to set 
again. 

Resolved, That this House will, To-Morrow, resolve itself into 
a Committee of the whole House to consider further of the Ad- 
dress and Memorial to be presented to the Governor." 

(House of Burgesses.) 

Nov. 29, 1769. 

"Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to his Excel- 
lency the Governor, requesting that his Excellency will be 
pleased to order the proper Officers to lay before this House a 
particular Account * of all the Orders of Council for granting 
Lands (with the Names of the Grantees) lying between the 
Alleghany Mountains, and a Line that may be run from the 
Western Boundary of the Carolina Line, to the Confluence of 
the River Ohio with the Mississippi, excluding from such Ac- 
count those Persons who have already obtained Patents on 
Grants in Consequence of their Petitions. 

Ordered, That the said Address be presented to his Excel- 
lency by Mr. Richard Henry Lee and Mr. Jones. 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to his Excel- 
lency the Governor, that he will be pleased to order the proper 
officer to lay before the House an account of all Petitions to the 

*A copy of this report — from a copy in the Washington Papers— was 
presented to this Society by Dr. J. M. Toner, and was printed in this 
magazine, V. 173-180, 241-244. 
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Governor and Council for Orders to take up and survey Lands, 
lying between the Alleghany Mountains, and a Line that may 
be run from the Western Boundary of the Carolina Line to the 
Confluence of the River Ohio with the Mississippi. 

Ordered, That the said Address be presented to his Excel- 
lency by Mr. Richard Henry Lee and Mr. Jones. 

The Order of the Day being read, for the House to resolve 
itself into a Committee of the whole House to consider further 
of the Address and Memorial to be presented to the Governor, 

Resolved, That this House will, To-morrow resolve itself into 
the said Committee." 

On Nov. 30, R. H. Lee reported that the Governor in response 
to their addresses, had ordered the desired accounts to be laid 
before them. 

The discussion in Committee of the whole of the Address 
and Memorial, was deferred until a day later, and on the next 
day action was postponed until the succeding. Tuesday. On 
Tuesday it was again put off until Wednesday. 

(House of Burgesses.) 

Wednesday, Dec. 6, 1769. 

" Mr. Bland presented to the House, pursuant to their Ad- 
dresses to his Excellency, 

A particular Account of all the Orders of Council for granting 
Lands, and also an account of all Petitions for Orders, to take 
up and survey Lands, lying between the Alleghany Mountains, 
and a Line that may be run from the Western Boundary of the 
Carolina Line to the Confluence of the River Ohio with the 
Mississippi. 

And the Titles of the said Accounts were read, 

Ordered, That the said Accounts do lie upon the Table, to 
be perused by the Members of the House. 

The House was moved, that a Proclamation * of the Honourable 
Robert Dinwiddie, Esq; his Majesty's Lieutenant Governor and 
Commander in Chief of the Colony and Dominion of Virginia, 
for encouraging Men to inlist in his Majesty's Service, for the 

*See Hening Vol. 7, 661-662 for this proclamation. 
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Defence and Security of this Colony, bearing Date the 19th 
Day of February in the Twenty Seventh Year of the Reign of 
his late Majesty King George II, might be read. 

And the same read accordingly; 

Ordered, That the said Proclamation do lie upon the Table, 
to be perused by the Members of this House." 

On the same day the House ordered that the accounts laid 
before them by the Governor, and the Dinwiddie proclamation, 
should be referred to the committee of the whole which was to 
consider the Address and Memorial to the Governor. After the 
Committee rose, Mr. Bland stated that he had been directed to 
report the address without any amendment and they had made 
an amendment to the Memorial which they directed him to re- 
port when the House chose to receive it. This matter was post- 
poned until the next day; but final action was not taken until 
Dec. 13. 

(House of Burgesses.) 

Dec. 7, 1769. 

"Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to his Ex- 
cellency the Governor, requesting that he will be pleased to in- 
form this House whether the Faith of Governmnt is now engaged 
to confirm any Orders of Council for granting of Lands lying 
between the Alleghany Mountains and a Line that may be run 
from the Western Termination of the North Carolina Line to 
the Confluence of the Ohio with the Mississippi, the terms of 
which Orders have not been complied with; and that he will be 
pleased in future to discourage all Monopolies of Lands within 
this Colony. 

Ordered, That the said Address be presented to his Excel- 
lency by Mr. Mercer, Mr. Riddick, and Mr. Henry.''' 

(House of Burgesses.) 

Dec. 13, 1769. 
On this day the Address and Memorial were finally adopted 
with two amendments in the form of additional clauses. That 
to the Address is as follows: 

" But, if, unfortunately for this Colony, his Majesty hath al- 
ready taken his ultimate Resolution to confine his Subjects to 
the Line proposed by your Exellency, we most humbly acqui- 
esce, and will furnish the Two Thousand Five Hundred Pounds 
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Sterling, according to the Estimate you have been pleased to 
communicate to us." 

And the amendment to the Memorial is: 

" From such Representation, as your Excellency may think fit 
to make, we presume to flatter ourselves that his Majesty will be 
graciously pleased to order a Suspension of any other Line 
that may effect the very numerous Settlements of his Subjects 
to the Eastward of that now proposed,* till the Matter is recon- 
sidered and fully and clearly understood. 

Resolved, That the said Address and Memorial be presented 
to his Excellency, by the whole House. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bland, Mr. Treasurer, Mr. Edmund Pen- 
dleton, and Mr. Henry, do wait upon the Governor to know his 
Excellency's Pleasure when he will be attended by this House." 

(House of Burgesses.) 

Dec. 15, 1769. 

"A Message from the Governor by Mr. Walthoe; 
Mr. Speaker, 

His Excellency is now ready to receive the Address and Me- 
morial of this House in the Council Chamber. 

Accordingly Mr. Speaker, with the House, went up; and be- 
ing returned, 

Mr. Speaker reported, that the House had attended the Gov- 
ernor with the Address and Memorial, to which his Excellency 
was pleased to give this Answer: 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses, 

I will transmit to the Earl of Hillsborough, by the very first Op- 
portunity, the whole of your reasoning, in Favour of a more 
extended Boundary of this Colony to the Westward, than that 
which was last recommended by the Board of Trade; and will 
entreat his Lordship to implore his Majesty to indulge his 
House of Burgesses in every Wish of their Hearts, which, in his 
Royal Wisdom, he shall deem consistent with his paternal Re- 
gard for his People. ' ' 

[Another session of the Assembly began Mav 21, 1770,] 

(TO BC CONTINUBD) 

* That is, the one proposed by the House of Burgesses. 



